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Clockwise from top: Diving
on the Mayan Riviera, Majes-
tic Mayan Ruins, Luxury suite
at the Tides Riviera Maya,

_ Sunny beach at the Riviera
Maya. Photos courtesy of
Tourismo Riviera.
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The'Riviera Maya, is located in the north-east coast of the Yucatan Peninsula in the state of Quintana
Roo, México. All year round you can expect sun and warm weather with an average temperature high of
30°C or 86 °F. The highest temperatures are registered on May and September when temperatures can
reach 32°C, 90 °F. There are also two rainy seasons during October to January and April to July; however
they can be a great refresher during the heat of the day.

Riviera Maya, also known as the Mayan Riviera, is a tourism district following the coastal Highway 307,
which parallels the Caribbean coastline. This district historically started at the city of Playa del Carmen
and ended at the village of Tulum, although the towns of Puerto Morelos situated to the north and be-
tween Playa del Carmen and Cancun as well as the town of Felipe Carrillo Puerto situated 40 kilometres
(25 mi) to the south of Tulum are both currently being promoted as part of the Riviera Maya tourist corri-
dor.




Histo

The Riviera Maya was originally called the Cancun - Tulum corridor,
but in 1999 it was renamed as the Riviera Maya with the aid of Miguel
Ramoén Martin Azueta, who at the time was the mayor of the municipal-
ity of Solidaridad. The municipality of Solidaridad includes the whole
of the official Riviera Maya from Playa del Carmen in the north and
south to Tulum and extending to some 40 km inland with the border
with the state of Yucatan.

The Riviera Maya is famous for its large scale all-inclusive resorts and
a historical tourism base of smaller boutique hotels as well as the many
fine-dining restaurants available along the Highway 307 and on or near
the beaches. Luxury travel entities have been instrumental in increasing
luxury villa rentals and yacht charters in the area, however, these only
represent a small fraction of the total tourism accommodation available.

Government development plans include establishing a number of medi-
um sized cities of approximately 200,000 inhabitants within the Riviera
Maya with initial planning spanning 20 years. Target areas for urbani-
zation include the towns and villages of: Puerto Morelos (technically
outside the Riviera Maya), Puerto Aventuras, Akumal, Chemuyil, and
Tulum.

What to do

A major attraction throughout the Riviera Maya are coastal and reef
aquatic activities dependent on the coastal water and the Mesoamerican
Barrier Reef System (also known as the Belize Barrier Reef) which be-
gins near Cancun and continues along the whole length of the Riviera
Maya continuing southward to Guatemala. This barrier reef system is
the second longest in the world.

Activities at the most visited locations include jet skiing, snorkeling,
scuba diving, swimming in cenotes, swimming with dolphins, zip-
lining, horse riding, sailing, and guided jungle tours. Archeology is
also a big tourist draw in the area, including the popular archeological
sites operated by the Instituto Nacional de Archeological such as Tu-
lum on the coast, Chichen Itza, and Coba. The self-named ecoparks of
Xcaret and Xel-Ha also include some smaller archeological ruins as
part of their attractions, but these natural water theme parks operated
by private business consortia attract much larger crowds due to the
diversity and range of activities provided, such as swimming with
captive dolphins.

Whether single or married, a couple or family, or young or old,
there is plenty to do and see in the Riviera Maya. Make sure to
plan some time to just relax at the many beaches!
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"3RD STAY, STILL AWESOME!"
-Diane, Pittsburgh, PA

“We would definitively recommend this hotel for
honeymooners or anniversaries.”
-Ettevi, Monterey, CA

“The sheer luxury at your disposal from the
minute you arrive is incredible.”
-Sasha, London, UK

“The hotel was more than what I had expected,
great food, staff, entertainment and cocktails.”
-Tim and Tania, Ontario, CA

“It almost sounded too good to be true.

Booked five nights with our eleven year old

grandson, and were not disappointed.”
Derek and Amy, Fargo, SD

Photo courtesy of Playa del Carmen Tours.

Kiteboarding (also known as Kite Surfing) is

one of the most exciting watersports you can

do. A cross between windsurfing, wakeboard-
ing and paragliding, kite boarding delivers a
real thrill to those who master the sport. Once
you learn to keep the kite airborne, you'll speed
across the water at a high rate of speed - very
exciting! With practice, you may even be able
to do high-flying aerial acrobatics, actually
sailing through the air doing spins and tricks,
high out of the water.

Relaxing at the Playa Del Carmen. Photo courtesy of BigTravelWeb



